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than do the foreign books, and it is remembered that he did his full
share of this and the other routine work of the Library. Day after
day, however, he stayed on after his colleagues had gone home, and
searched the Catalogue for titles of incunabula. He is in fact, with
the exception of its editors, Garnett and Miller, probably the only
man who ever read the entire Catalogue through. Though in corre-
spondence with incunabulists all over the world, and much influenced
by his friend Francis Jenkinson of Cambridge and by Gordon Duff,
he was a man who went his own way, and it was as a private venture
(being possessed of some private means) that he published between
1897 and his death his Index of Early Printed Books in the British
Museum^ with notes of those in the Bodleian, completing the first Part,
which describes the incunabula, and commencing the second Part,
describing books of the following twenty years.
The knowledge and insight shown in the first section (Germany),
and the illuminating arrangement he adopted, by countries, towns and
presses (since known as "Proctor order"), made Proctor famous in
the bibliographical world. He was given authority to assemble the
incunabula in presses occupying the Westernmost two pairs of bays
of the Arch Room, which he insisted on doing with his own hands,
but to his regret he was not allowed to include among them the
books in the King's and Grenville Libraries.
Minute examination of types ruined Proctor's eyesight, and he was
in imminent danger of blindness when in 1903, on a holiday (for the
first time without the company of his mother), he walked, more
suo, all alone and asking no question of anyone,? over a pass in
the Austrian Tirol after fresh snow. His body was never found,
though Maunde Thompson, learning that he had no active rela-
tions, took the step, strongly disapproved by the Treasury, of per-
suading the Trustees to send at their expense one of Proctor's
colleagues, who knew the district, to search for him, (For the Incuna-
bula see below, pp. 202-4.)
Proctor had been dead some little time, and Pollard and H'enry
Jenner had completed the arrangement of the books which he had
left in progress, before the Trustees decided to publish a full-dress
catalogue of the Incunabula on the basis of his work. This great